GANDHI MANAYV KALYAN SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY - 2011

The first International Women’s Day was held on March 19, 1911, in Austria, Denmark, Germany
and Switzerland. More than one million men and women marched
in rallies that day. In 1975 - which was the International Women’s
Year - the UN began to celebrate International Women’s Day on
March 8. A century after the first International Women's Day,
women around the globe people celebrated on Tuesday. GMKS
had the opportunity to discuss this vital day of acknowledgment
with participants. Gandhi Manav Kalyan Society is celebrating
International Women’s Day since 1992 with a theme from year to
year. This year, the theme was “The effects of Mautana and
Chadotara on Women and Child in Tribal Area”. Almost 2000 women
and 250 men & children of 110 villages of Bhomat region were
participated in the celebration. The motto of this celebration is to
give confidence and autonomy to women by giving them a liberty to convey their views without
restraint.

Through this merriment, women got a chance to link up with women of different village’s, so they
enjoyed a lot. They all were excited from last two —three months for participating in this event.
For providing them an atmosphere to share their view with outsider, GMKS invites many specific
theme related outside individuals. Men are also playing an important role in women’s

' e empowerment, so for brain storming of them is
| essential in this direction. If men realize their
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All of the participants were given the time of
11am to reach Ogna, the Vvillagers from each
zone marched to Ogna, led by the GMKS staff
and group leaders. Everyone departed early in the morning from their homes to attend the
ceremonies. As the participants marched to Ogna, they carried banners, chanted slogans, danced,
and played musical instruments. They stopped traffic by marching on the main road, and
descended on Ogna. The women were very enthusiastic and energetic, in anticipation of the main
event. Therefore, although men and women marched together towards Ogna, women dominated
the rally.

GMKS’s women team members welcomed the all women and men by tika. Many banners were
hung around the tent, which were related to women’s rights, empowerment etc. The whole
program was divided
into three sessions, the
guest of each session
welcomed by tika, moli
and uparan. Meanwhile
games competition has
been conducted. In the
night, Bagunda cultural
team and regional
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bhajan madali’s were performed. The Honorable Guest of the program was Mr. Mangilal Garasiya
— State Minister (Youth & Sports) and Mr. Babulal Kharadi — MLA, Jhadol. Firstly they lightened the
lamp in front of Goddess Saraswati and tribal girls sung the prayer of Goddess Saraswati. PRlIs,
Pradhan, lecturers, State Coordinator & team members of CASA, Program Director & Program
Coordinator of ChildFund India and representative from Dungarpur were special guest. Women
exhibited enthusiasm and interest for the theme and the outside speakers and guests spoke well
regarding the theme.

Summary of Speeches:

The program began with Mr. Madan Nagda (CEO of GMKS) extending warm welcome to guest as
—— . ! == well as participants. He briefed the
objective of behind the theme and
related present situation of the region.
He told that in the very first year of
celebration, only 45 women came but
now the situation was changed. Now
we have to control the gathering of
women.
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According the theme, three main
e stake holders are such as Government
representatives, social activist and representatives from academic sectors. Also representatives
from the community were shared their views regarding theme. The speech of speakers
emphasized that the importance of Women's day and women's day celebrations woman plays
very important part in every one’s life so women's day is every ones festival. Women the ideal for
the innate ability to care, love and sacrifice. She plays persistent roles of a mother, daughter, wife,
sister, friend, guide and teacher. She is the most patient as well as the most courageous person.
Facing lot of troubles, harassment all the times from the past, women have fought for their way to
protect their rights and to set their existence. Far from being helpless victims, women are now
resourceful, tough and courageous enough to face adversity.

Women's Day is the day of commemoration of women as makers of history. With a lot of struggle
from the past now women are able to walk .

shoulder to shoulder with men. Women achieved
financial independence with education and
developed a life of dignity and self worth. So we
need to celebrate the day with pride and honor.
We should understand girl and boy are equal in
our life. Only through education, we can able to
change the mindset of whole community. We
have great examples of Goddess Durga, Laxmi bai,
Meera, etc in our society as a example of women’s bravery. Then how can we count them lesser
from men. Main is that women should take her place by their own efforts only.

Speakers also spoke
about the prohibition
of mautana. Mautana
(amount which is taken
from culprit) is very
common in tribal community. When any one met with an accident and died, not only in accident
even if a snake can bit anyone and dies. Then his community demands mautana from the culprit

Vice President of SHG . i SHG mbers President of VDC
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and his family. The custom of demanding mautana is called ‘Chadotara’. In this way, whole family
of culprit suffers and they give the amount of mautana by sold their property, taking loan etc. Life
of whole family destroys for so many years. Main thing is that the amount is not going in the hand
of victim family but going to main members of community.
Whole economy of this village is turn down on zero even in
negative. In this situation, what the mean of development
and all efforts. So we should initiate for prohibit this
custom. Some impressive women talk about their plights
condition during mautana and chadotara custom.
One speaker suggests that we should start a “Chetna
- Kendra” in a village, where they can discuss such type of
Mr. Babulal Kharadi - MLA, Jhadol | issues and effects. Another suggests that prohibit this
custom is the long term process, so we should discuss the whole effects of this custom with elder
persons of community regularly. When community members were shared their views then we
come to know that they are also did not want that type of custom. Solution is needed with the
support of Government. Women are the first school for a child, that's why we select to discuss
this issue on the occasion of women’s day. Because if our next generation can able to see the bad
affects of that type of customs then in future that all customs would be banned. Their courage
their compassion their commitment their quiet moral authority has come from putting the well-
being of others before their own.

Mr. Mangilal Garasiya delivered his speech as a chief guest. Women are the main strength of
development so we have to do work in this direction. However, great improvements have been
made. We do have female astronauts, scientists, Prime Minister, President, etc. And so the tone
and nature of Women Day has, for the past few years, moved
from being a reminder about the negatives to a celebration of
the positives. Annually on 8 March, thousands of events are
held throughout the world to inspire women and celebrate
achievements. He appreciated all the activities which were
done on that day. He said that if only women get education
and men not then surely the day will be not far when men
would be do all household work like cooking, washing etc. As
concern mautana, he said that this is the issue of specific
region so we should solve this with mutual understanding and
discussions. The situation of family’s aged person, women and child are very pathetic in this
situation. Women should come in front and try to solve this issue at their level also. There is a
need of much such type of platforms for raising voice for prohibiting mautana custom.

Cultural performances:

During the sessions, some performances have been
given by Kada / Bagunda team. In the night, they
performed songs, dances, nautanki, and various
acrobatic performances. They thrilled the crowd with
their performances, and also managed to send
messages with respect to the importance of health,
education, environment change, water management,
adolescents, early marriage and self help groups. As
they conducted their performance in the local
language, everyone was completely focused on both
their message and their actions. This team has given fantastic performances and everyone was
appreciative of their eagerness to attend the Women Day celebrations.
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Games:

After the first session, women participated in the chair race,
mutka race, jalebi race and tug of war. The intention at the
back of conducting games for the women is to give them a
space where they can freely enjoy themselves and play with
other women. The friendly competitions are always getting
pleasure to the participants and the viewers similarly.
Women from each of the zones are selected to participate
in the games. This year, tug of war was conducted by our
respectable State Minister Mr. Mangilal Garasiya. In games,
the women showed incredible passion and strength, and
enjoyed themselves thoroughly. In the third session, Mr.
Dinesh Vyas and Mr Chetan Abhinendra Kumar have
distributed prizes to winners and runner-up.

Conclusion:

International women's day on March 8th, is a day to respect all women in the world and to
remember the sacrifices done by them at times of need. It is the day for celebrating the economic,
political and social achievements of past, present and future women. It is a day to remember the
women contributed for international peace and security. Nowadays this is a major day of global
celebration of women. In different regions the focus of the celebrations ranges from general
celebration of respect, appreciation and love towards women to a celebration for women's
economic, political and social achievements.

The message of bad effects from mautana / chadotara came across to the all participants. Even
the crowd was in a huge number but it manageable and under control. All activities and session
were appreciated by guests as well as all participants. GMKS has seen success over the past
nineteen years in terms of raising awareness about women’s issues, and this year will only add to
the tradition. By selecting one day each year to focus solely on village women, GMKS has
managed to highlight their unique roles, responsibilities, concerns, issues, and strength. Including
men in the celebrations helps them understand their position with respect to women’s rights.
Women express their views on all issues on the occasion of the International Women’s Day.

While it is important to highlight achievements, it is even more important to bring to light what
has not been achieved. These ‘token’ women do not represent the better half of the country’s
population who die silent deaths every day. International Women’s Day is not a festival to be
‘celebrated’, it is a platform to highlight women’s issues and demand change. It makes the point
that many of us are committed to changing the situation. As a marginalized and vulnerable section
of society, women should come out in the public domain to claim their rights on this day.
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